Lesson 8
Ecclesiastes 7
How to be better off.
Memory Verse “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;” (Proverbs 3:5 NIV) 
Solomon has discussed two of his arguments that life is not worth living: the monotony of life (3:1—5:9) and the futility of wealth (5:10—6:12). He has discovered that life “under the sun” can indeed be monotonous and empty, but it need not be if we include God in our lives. Life is God’s gift to us, and we must accept what He gives us and enjoy it while we can (3:12–15, 22; 5:18–20).

Solomon will next take up his third argument, the vanity of man’s wisdom (7:1—8:17), and discuss whether or not wisdom can make life any better. Though wisdom can’t explain all the problems or answer all the questions, it is still a valuable ally on the journey of life.

“ Where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to be wise.” Thomas Gray wrote those oft-quoted words in his poem “Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton College.” He pictured the students on the playing field and in the classroom, enjoying life because they were innocent of what lay ahead.

Alas, regardless of their doom,

The little victims play!

No sense have they of ills to come,

Nor care beyond today.

His conclusion was logical: at that stage in life, it is better to be ignorant and happy, because there will be plenty of time later to experience the sorrows that knowledge may bring.

Yet ah! why should they know their fate?

Since sorrow never comes too late,

And happiness too swiftly flies.

Thought would destroy their paradise.

No more; where ignorance is bliss,

’Tis folly to be wise.

Solomon had come to a similar conclusion when he argued in 1:12–18 that wisdom did not make life worth living. “For with much wisdom comes much sorrow,” he wrote in 1:18, “the knowledge, the more grief.”

But then the king took a second look at the problem and modified his views. In Ecclesiastes 7 and 8, he discussed the importance of wisdom in life (“wisdom” is found fourteen times in these two chapters); and he answered the question asked in 6:12, “For who knows what is good for a person in life,”. The Preacher concluded that, though wisdom can’t explain all of life’s mysteries, but it can make positive contributions to our lives.

3 point summary:
1) Wisdom can make life better
2) Wisdom helps us see life clearly  
3) Wisdom helps us face life stronger
Discussion questions:

Q1
How can we explain away the seemingly bizarre statements of Solomon in verses 1 to 10 when he says that wisdom can make life better?
Q2
One of the marks of maturity is the ability to look at life in perspective and not get out of balance. When you have God’s wisdom, you will be able to accept and deal with the changing experiences of life. Can you find that in verses 11 to 18?
Q3
In verses 19 to 29, Solomon advises that wisdom helps us face life stronger. What are some of the problems in life that we must face and overcome as pointed out by Solomon? 
