Lesson 7
Ecclesiastes 6
Is Life a Dead-End Street?
Memory Verse: “I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.” Philippians 4:11 (NIV)
In chapter 6, Solomon will conclude his discussion of “the futility of wealth.” He might well have chosen Matthew 6:33 as the text for his message: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (NKJV). The important thing is that we love the Lord, accept the lot He assigns us, and enjoy the blessings He graciously bestows.

If we focus more on the gifts than on the Giver, we are guilty of idolatry. If we accept His gifts, but complain about them, we are guilty of ingratitude. If we hoard His gifts and will not share them with others, we are guilty of indulgence. But if we yield to His will and use what He gives us for His glory, then we can enjoy life and be satisfied.

It’s interesting to read the different expressions people use to picture futility. Solomon compared the futility of life to a soap bubble (“vanity of vanities”) and to “chasing after the wind.” We may have read statements like “As futile as watering a post,” “As futile as plowing the rocks,” “As futile as singing songs to a dead horse” (or “singing twice to a deaf man”), and “As futile as pounding water with a mortar” (or “carrying water in a sieve”).

In his poem “The Task,” the hymn writer William Cowper (“There Is a Fountain”) pictured futility this way: 
The toil of dropping buckets into empty wells,

and growing old in drawing nothing up.

If Cowper were alive today, he might look at our “automobile society” and write, 

As futile as blind men driving cars 
down crowded dead-end streets.

Is life a dead-end street? Sometimes it seems to be, especially when we don’t reach our goals or when we reach our goals but don’t feel fulfilled in our achievement. More than one person in the Bible became so discouraged with life that he either wanted to die or wished he had never been born. This includes Moses (Num. 11:15), Elijah (1 Kings 19:4), Job (3:21; 7:15), Jeremiah (8:3; 15:10), and Jonah (4:3). Even the great apostle Paul despaired of life during a particularly tough time in his life (2 Cor. 1:8–11).

Perhaps the basic problem is that life confronts us with too many mysteries we can’t fathom and too many puzzles we can’t solve. For life to be truly satisfying, it has to make sense. When it doesn’t make sense, we get frustrated. If people can’t see a purpose in life, especially when they go through deep suffering, they start to question God and even wonder if life is worthwhile.

3 point summary: 1) Riches without enjoyment   2) labour without satisfaction   3) questions without answers
Discussion questions:

Q1
What a seeming tragedy it is to have all the resources for a satisfying life and yet not be able to enjoy them for one reason or another. Why do these things happen? (Solomon explains this in verses 1 to 6).
Q2
In the light of verses 7 to 9, what is Solomon’s advice to the hard working poor man to have satisfaction in life? 
Q3
Solomon knew that life was also a dead-end street for a third kind of person—the person who required answers to all of life’s questions. How did he deal with this in verses 10 to 12?
