Lesson 10 

The Church Body

1 Corinthians 12

Memory Verse: “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” 1 Corinthians 12:13


One of the marks of an individual’s maturity is a growing understanding of, and appreciation for, his own body. There is a parallel in the spiritual life: as we mature in Christ, we gain a better understanding of the church, which is Christ’s body. The emphasis in recent years on “body life” has been a good one. It has helped t counteract the wrong emphasis on “individual Christianity” that can lead to isolation from the local church.


Of course, the image of the “body” is not the only one Paul used in discussing the church, and we must be careful not to press it too far. The church is also a family, an army, a temple, and even a bride; and each image has important lessons to teach us. However, in three of his letters, Paul gave emphasis to the church as a body; and, in each of these passages, he brought out the same three important truths: unity, diversity, and maturity. The chart below makes this clear.




Unity


Diversity

Maturity

1 Corinthians

12: 1 –13

12:12-31

13: 1 –13

Romans

12:1-5


12:6-8


12:9-21

Ephesians

4:1-6


4:7-12


4:13-16


It is impossible to discuss the body without also discussing the ministry of the Holy Spirit. It was the Spirit who gave birth to the body at Pentecost and who ministers in and through the body. In the Corinthian church, unfortunately, the members were grieving the Holy Spirit by the carnal ways in which they were using spiritual gifts. They were like children with toys instead of adults with valuable tools, and they needed to mature.

Unity: The gift of the Holy Spirit ( 1 Corinthians 12: 1-13)

1. Why do we sometimes avoid working with certain people in the church? According to 1 Corinthians 12: 1 –13, what reasons do we have to work together?

2.
How have you seen people using their spiritual gifts in your local church body? 

3.
The various gifts are named in 12:8-10 and 28, and also in Ephesians 4:11 and Romans 12:6-8. When you combine the lists, you end up with 19 different gifts and offices. Since the listing in Romans is not identical with the listing in Corinthians, we may assume that Paul was not attempting to exhaust the subject in either passage. While the gifts named are adequate for the ministry of the church, God is not limited to these lists. He may give other gifts as he pleases. Discuss God’s purpose in giving Christians spiritual gifts in this chapter. (Note: the subject of “tongues and the interpretation of tongues” will be covered in Chapter 14).

4. What is your understanding of the filling of the Spirit, “baptism of the Spirit” and evidences of the filling of the Spirit?

Diversity: The gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthian 12:14-31)

5. How did Paul use the human body as important facts about diversity in the body of Christ and keeping the diversity from becoming disunity?

